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Cornwell takes listeners even closer to the personal and professional lives of big-city police, in a

story of corruption, scandal, and robberies that escalate to murder. This time, her setting is

Richmond, Virginia, where Charlotte Police Chief Judy Hammer has been brought by an NIJ grant

to clean up the police force. Reeling from the recent death of her husband, and resented by the

police force, city manager, and mayor of Richmond, Hammer is joined by her deputy chief Virginia

West and rookie Andy Brazil on the most difficult assignment of her career. Abridged.P. --This text

refers to the Preloaded Digital Audio Player edition.
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I could not believe this was the same author who wrote all those wonderful Kay Scarpetta books.

This book is terrible. Let me backtrack: In the very beginning, we are introduced to several

characters such as Popeye, our main character's dog, who is presented as though she can think

like a human. Some of the story lines come from the dog's mouth; " Popeye licked her owner's face

and felt pity. Popeye knew her owner was denying the grief and the guilt she felt about her late

husband's death." (How in the world could a dog, even stretching your imagination, know THAT?)

Later, we meet Niles the cat, who has the same uncanny ability as Popeye the dog. There are other

characters: Bubba (real name: But Fluck, wife's name is Honey), Smudge, Gig Dan, Smoke, Weed

Gardener, Divinity, Wally Fling, Captain Cloud, Mr. Curry, Mr. Pretty, Mrs. Fan, ad nauseum. We are

expected to accept these characters as real people. Each time I came across a new name, I took

the book less and less seriously. We then meet the chairman of the Governor's Blue Ribbon Crime



Commission (whose name is okay but suspiciously similar to Amelia Earhart), Lelia Ehrhart, who

talks like this: " You're hanging out by a thread on a limb all alone on this one!". The only

explanation we get is that Ms. Ehrhart was raised in Vienna and Yugoslavia and does not speak

English well. I re-read several paragraphs, thinking my eyes had finally bought the farm, when I

realized this was intentional. The plot? You won't be sure what it is until well past half of the book,

but it goes something like this: Police chief Judy Hammer (groan) is tasked to clean up the city of

Richmond, Virginia in the span of a one year term. She is assisted by Officer Andy Brazil and

Deputy Chief Virginia West.
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